Ot Lukes in the Gty

Baptism
Eucharist
& Ministry

our vocation as the baptised
& the structures required to support our calling
in the present time & circumstance

St Luke’s Prayer

O Living and Life-Giving God,

your blessed witness Luke the Evangelist
has inspired generations of your faithful people
to work for the gospel in this part of our city.
So guide us by your Spirit:

give us a thirst for your truth,

a passion for your justice,

a strength in our witness,

and a firm hope

in the future you open before us;

that we may celebrate with joy

the saving death and resurrection

of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.
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HISTORY

Where do we come from?

The Holy

The numinous is thus felt as objective and outside the
self... We are dealing with something for which there is
only one appropriate expression, ‘mysterium tremendum’.
The feeling of it may at times come like a sweeping tide,
pervading the mind with a tranquil mood of deepest
worship. It may pass over into a more set and lasting
attitude of the soul, continuing, as it were, thrillingly
vibrant and resonant, until at last it dies away and the
soul resumes its ‘profane’, non-religious mood of
everyday experience. It may burst in sudden eruption up
from the depths of the soul with spasms and convulsions,
or lead to the strangest excitements, to intoxicated frenzy,
to transport, and to ecstasy.”

Otto R, The Idea of the Holy, London: Penguin Baok, 1959, p25-26.

The Holy

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro,
the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.
There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of
fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing,
yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, ‘I must turn
aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush
is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned
aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses,
Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here | am.’ Then he said, ‘Come
no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the
place on which you are standing is holy ground.’ He said

further, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham,

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid
his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

[Exodus 3:1-6]

The Holy

| know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was
caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or
out of the body | do not know; God knows. And | know
that such a person—whether in the body or out of the
body I do not know; God knows— was caught up into
Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no
mortal is permitted to repeat.

[2 Corinthians 12:2-4]




The Holy

When Jesus reached the place, he said to the disciples,
‘Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” Then
he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down,
and prayed, ‘Father, if you are willing, remove this cup
from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.’ [Then an
angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him
strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and
his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down
on the ground.]

[Luke 22:40-44]

Baptised into Christ
From the Baptismal rite & Easter Liturgy...

Presider  All who are baptised
are called to worship and serve God.
From the beginning,
believers have continued
in the apostles’ teaching and communion,
in the breaking of the bread,
and in prayers.
Will all of you who are baptised
commit yourselves to this life?
All I will, with God'’s help.

From the Baptismal rite & Easter Liturgy cont'd...
Presider  Will you forgive others as you are forgiven?

All I will, with God'’s help.

Presider  Will you seek to love your neighbour
as yourself,
and strive for peace and justice?

All I will, with God'’s help.

Presider  Will you accept the cost
of following Jesus Christ
in your daily life and work?
All I will, with God'’s help.
Presider  With the whole church
will you proclaim by word and action
the Good News of God in Christ?
All I will, with God’s help.

Baptised into Christ

‘You do not know what you are asking.
Are you able to drink the cup that | drink,
or be baptized with the baptism

that | am baptized with?’

But if we have died with Christ,
we believe that we will also live with him.

Baptised into Christ

Very truly, | tell you,

unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,
it remains just a single grain;

but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

Those who love their life lose it,

and those who hate their life in this world

will keep it for eternal life.

| have been crucified with Christ;
and it is no longer | who live,
but it is Christ who lives in me.

Sacred Places

Then Noabh built an altar to the Lord,
and took of every clean animal

and of every clean bird,

and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said,
“To your descendants | will give this land.”
So he built there an altar to the Lord,

who had appeared to him.




Jerusalem Temple

The Lord’s Supper

From Temple to Table/Body

Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three
days | will raise it up.” The Jews then said, ‘This temple
has been under construction for forty-six years, and will
you raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the
temple of his body. pon 2:1021)

| am the living bread that came down from heaven.
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the

bread that | will give for the life of the world is my flesh.
[John 6:51]

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and
after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and
said, ‘Take, eat; this is my body.’ matnew 26:26)

The Early Church

We may call [the place where Christians gathered] the
house-church, because it always combined under one
roof both domestic and liturgical spaces. For us the
‘house-church’ constitutes the primitive tradition, original
and theologically sound, in relation to which all
subsequent developments, however grandiose their
theological, pastoral or artistic structures, will in a sense
never be anything more than derivative and secondary.
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Division in the House

The sub-divided interiors of the West... reinforced a
developing ecclesiology in which order and hierarchy
were becoming of utmost importance. The creation of the
sanctuary was designed to instruct the faithful that the
eucharist was not so much a communal meal as a holy
sacrifice conducted by a consecrated priesthood
operating at a different level from the laity. The difference
in theological level was rammed home with steps and
sealed off with screens. As the ordained priest
disappeared into the sanctuary to stand with his back to
the people, all pretence of a community in dialogue was
abandoned. The enabler became the disabler.
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Liturgical Development

The Labyrinth
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* What do we value most about where
we've come from?

* What do we imagine to be our future
direction?

» How will we express what is central to the
Christian vision?

» What supports/impedes the Christian
vision?




